Seventeenlepnﬂicana
~ Said to Oppose Presi-
] dent’s Plan.

- MAY DEMAND LEVY
ON EXCESS PROFITS

Chairman Fordney Says
Bonus Bill Will Be
Enacted.

The Senate agricultural bloc 1s
organizing against a sales tax for
bonus payment.

Republican members of the bloe
will meet next week. Then they
expect to®record formal opposition
to the tax.

Leaders believe, an effort will be
made to re-enact the exceas profits
tax and high surtax rates, as a sub-
stitute for the saies tax. If this
falls jt will be suggested that the
Treasury |ssue short-time certifi-|
cates, to be absorbed by interest|
payments which foreign govern-
ments are expected to make on their
debts to the United States.

The President declines to state In
advance whether he would veto a
bill raising funds in this way.

Opposition Lines up 17.

An informal canvass, made by one
of the block leaders vyesterday
showed at least seventeen Repub-
licans will support the program of
opposition. And the canvass was
conducted only among Senators
from the Western States. The meet-
ing is made to Include only Repub-
Heans, because the support ©f.the
Democrats, with the possible ex-
ception of two or three votes, is
considered assured.

On the surface, the canvass indi-
cated that It |s Impossible ¢ a
sales tax to pass the Senate. The
=eventeen Republican- votes, united
with thirfty-five Democratic votes,
would give fifty-two, or three more
than a majgrity in oppesition.

The bloc program. if carried out,
contemplates reégulation of a tax
measure which the President said
was the only one available. Tt in-
vyolves also the revival of taxes
againgst the President’'s wishes, or|
Turther borrowings. to which he is|
just as strongly opposed. l

Object to Consumption Tax.

The oabjectton of Blée Benators to
the sales tax. broadly, is based on
their bellef that however applisd
it Is a tax on consumption.

T. C. Atkeson, Washington repre-
sentative of the National Grange.
has declared that farmers are
strongly opposed to the sales tax,
or any form of direct consumption
tax, for the soldier bonus, or for
any other purposss. “The sales tax
is a dellberate effort to shift tax
burdens from those best able to pay
to thnse least able to pay.” he said

“The Grange has suggested an
excess profits tax for the bonus
Should that be inexpedient, a tax |
should be levied which will not add |
%o the lost of living of milllons with
limited Incomes"

Says Bonws Bill WIIl Pass,

Chalirman Fordney, during the
course of debate yesterday, de-
clared that a bonus hill will be re-
ported out by the Housa Wavs and
Means Committee within ten days,
and that it will be enacted. This |
declaration brought applause from !
FRepublicans, and cries of “no, no.” |
from the minority.

“We are using every honorable!
effort to prepare the hill to which!

House Republieans will agree,” ho|
sald. “If they do not, we want|
the Republican members to direct|

us how to prepare the bill and how |
to bring it in hebe for final astion.* |
Represenlative Frear, of Wiscon- |
sin. leading opponent of the sales|
tax, has suggested four substitutes
for tha committes # consideration

They are: Paymernt bygec.nomies: |
re-enactment of the INNHU.'--.‘
of the original bonus KHil® which |
sre similar to the eight-point plan; |
e-enactment of the excess profils
tax; issuance of temporary Treas-|
ury ecertificates.

Teaves Details to Congrens. |

Tresident Harding's position iy |
that it is not up to him to ';ndl.-nh_-|
what kind of a sales tax shouid]
he imposed. or how It shoulidl be|
imposed. He believes a “produc-
tive sales tax™ —ould be the least
purdensome, most productive, and
casiest to admliaister. Leaders have
calculated it would” brinz in $300.- |
909,000 under s 1 p=r eoht levy.

The committee i considering the
~possibility of lmiting the mmmtl
of cash payments Immediately pay-|
able uander the bill, and stipulat- |
ing that these should go only to
those in actual need. Certificates
would be issued where cash was
not paid !

The committee questioned John|
Thomas Taylor, representative of)
the American Legion, and Richard
Sesyle Jones, representative of the
Veterans of Forelgn Wars, on this|
question yesterday. Veterans' or-
ganizations, they s=aid, would en-|
deavot to persuade members to|
adopt other plans than cash pay-
ment

Taylor and Jones sa
eransg would opp a nt
of. cash payments,.since their comn-
ventions were on Trecord In support|
of the five-fold bill as now pre-|

pared.
Organized labor has added
protest against the sales tax.

U.S. LABOR PARTY
CONFERENCE AIM

., Feb. 17.—The confer-

id the wvet-
band
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Two negroes smashed the show
window of the jewelry shop of
Harry 8. Fischer, 438 Ninth street
northwest, last night. stole jewelry
valued at 310,000, and escaped.

Hundreds of persoms, who chased
the robbers, were held at bay when
one of the negroes hrandished a
revolver. As the pursuers halted,
the negroes leaped over a fence and
vanished.

Several shots were exchylxtd
during the chase. Mo Levy, a'clerk
in the store,~fired Into the air
twice as the negroes fled. As the
negro who was brandishing a re-
volver turned the cornér at Ninth
and E streets northwest, he fired
three ghote. None of the shots took
effect. :

The robbery d&ocurred when: one
of the negroes, using a half brick,
wrapped .in a newspaper, broke the
window, which separated him from
scores of glittering jewels He
selzed several wvaluable rings and

POLICE TIGHTEN

GRIP ON DISTRICT
LAV BREAKES

Alleged Bookmaker and
Many Witnesses Taken
In Big Raid. i

Felentless, the Metropolitan po-
lice wvesterday continued their an-
nouficed clean-up offensive.

“There will be nc let-up in our
vice crusade until every criminal is
in our power,” siald raniel Sulllvan,
chief of the police department. He
=tated that he intends to hold ev-
ery precinct responsible for Its sec-
tion of the city.

The mnst dramatic arrest of the
day was that of Norman S Bowles,
38 wvears old who, police allege.
has been-engaged in making books
on horse races in o room opposite
the District Bullding. Bowles' pa-
tions are said to have been dmawn
from the numerous racing fans who
natronize the scoreboards, and, po-
lice say, he had flaunted his =kil
in evading arrest.

Many Witnesseny Taken.

Bowles was a member of the
“Nieky" Arnstein gang who gained
fame through clever bond thefts
He was senteficed for three years
on charges of having smuggled
bonds into the District and Is now
out om bail pending appeal. A
large  number of witnesses and
much evidence were taken in mak-
ing " the arrest. The policemen
making the raid were Capt. E. W.
Brown, Lisut. W. E. Holmes. Sergt.
Burke and Privates Mansficld, Wil-
son and Lowry, all of the PFirst
precinet.

Chief Sullivan yesterday Instruct-
ed his drug traffic squad to locate
all drug vendors and the source of
supply. Detectlve Sergts. Robert
Saunders and Harry E"ﬂﬂa have
been assigned to this duty.

The dance hall problem is giving
eonsiderable difMeulty. Recently
Lient. Mina C. Van Winkle, head
of the woman's bureau, stated that
she knew of but ome clean public
dance hall in the city. The police
department intends to. seek power
from the Commissioners making it
possible to enforce more rigid regu-
lations.

Chief Sullivan was the honor
guest of the public order commlittes
of the Board of Trade at nmoon yes-
terday. The speakers pralsed him
highly. Commissioners Oyster and
Keller said the board had spent
months watching the new chief in
an acting capacity and could find
no fanlt.

Hygiene Board Will Al

The Interdepartmental Hygiene
Board yesterday notified Chief Sul-
livan “that §jt will co-operate with
him in every way to suppress social
evils. This board has evidence to
convict a large number of Ffiminals
and to uncover much {llicit traffie,

which they will turn over- to the
police department. they say.
The members of the board |n-

~lude Secretaries Denby, Mellon and
Weeks, Maj. Gen. M. W, Ireland,
Rear Admiral E. R. Stitt and Dr,
Hugh 8 Cumming, Surgeon General,
U. 8. Public Health Service.

MARINES KILLED
BY NICARAGUANS

®SAN DIEGO, Cal, Feb. 17.—Sev-
eral United States Marines and a
score of Nicaraguans were killed in
recent fighting  In Nicaragua, the
naval transport Nitro reported here,
The last clashes occurred last
month and were due to Il feeling
between the mnatives and United
States troops, it Is said,

.

then dashed north on Ninth street.
Leaving a customer to guard the

store and the exposed show win-
fAow's treasures, Mo e

u',"
Sam Ugel, watchmaker, and D, M.
Deutsch, elerk, rushed from the es-
tablishment snd led in the pursult
of the thieves,

As the !punnen rounded the cof-
ner of Ninth and E streets one of
the negroes drew a revolver, fired
thrice, and held the crowd at bay.
Then the fugitives leaped over a fence
adjoining “the bowling alleys on E
street and disappeared.

Louls Levy, 809 E street north-
west, who was standing beside the
negro who smashed the plate glass
window, described the bandits as
shabbily dressed, gne of thom § feet
10% Inchey tall and weighing about
166 pounds, the other about § feet
5 Inches tall, weighing about 140
pounds, and aged about 21 and 18,
respectively.

Robbery Was Planned.

One of the stolen rings contained
twenty-one diamonds. three of them

eleven carats, while another was
a solitaire of seven carats. The
jewels were set in platinum.

The negroed also snatched a dia-
mond solitaire mng of 313 carats,
valued at '$975, and a platinum searf
pin, containing a2 marqais-shaped dia-
mond, worth $424

Thirty other pieces of Jewelry werg
taken, Fischer discovered when he
checked his stock. The total value
of the loot was estimated finally at
more than $10,000.

., When police and Headquarters
prietectives Darnall, Springman and
Alligood arrived the fence over
which the thieves had escaped, was
scaled and a pit thirty feet deep
was found on the obposite side.
Evidence on_the braces of the bar-
rier indicpted that the negroes had
not fallen into the excavation but

id down the supports of the fence.

his fact, together with the thleves'
selection of the choicest gems, In-
dicated the robbery had been
planned for some time, police say.

ALLU S SHIPPING
BOARD VESSELS
ARE T0 BE SOLD

Varied Craft Costing
Three Billions Expected |
To Bring.$200,000.

The entive Shipping Board fleet,
1,470 vessels, will be offered for
sale, according to Joseph W. Powell,
president of the Emergency Fleet
Corporation. 3

The list of ships includes steel
passenger and cargo vessels, tank-
ers, refrigerators, former German
-argo vessels, former German safl-
ers, concrete cargo and tankers,
and steel and wood ocean-going and
harbor tugs.

They range in size from 20,000
tons downward, and the tonnage to
be offered for sale totals about 10,-
000,000 deadwelght tons,

At present world market prices.
shipping experts estimate, the price
received should average approxi-
|mately 320 a fon, a total of $200,.-
| 800 for the entire fleet. Ship-
ping Board officials bhelieve, how-
ever; that passage by Congress of a
ship subsidy would serve to ehhance
greatly, possibly to double, ti
present value of these vessels.

} Cost About ¥1,000,000,000.

| The original cost of all the ships
|is estimated at about $3,000 000,000,
{They were bullt during the war to
| offset the destruction of tonnage
|ty German submarines.

Sale of the fleet I8 in line with
|the administration’s declared deter-
| mination to mét the government out
|of the #hipping business. The his-
|tory of the Shipping Board has been
a suecession of difficulties from the
Yeginning. Prodigal waste of
money, inetficiency, graft and mal-
administration have been repeatedly
charged. :

The affairs of the board, and its
subsidiary organization, the Emer-
| gency Fleet Corpgoration, have been
|1in a constant state of confusion.
|Congress has been constantly criti-
cal., Previous attempts to dispose
of the vessels falled, because there
was no market for them.

| Plan to Be Submitted.

| The President next week is to
(recommend his ship subsidy plan to
Cengress. Enactment of It, accord-
ing to Chalrman Lasker, of the
Shipping Board, ls necessary If the
American merchant marine is to
continue in existence.

The ships offered for sale will be
=o0ld “as is, where ig,” and certified
checks for 2% per cent of the
amount bid must accompany thHe
offers.

v
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.and Flee|
Hmd-r_eds-of Pursuers Hélq at Bunhn
Bandit Brandishes Gun, and Both
~ Escape Over Fence.

NEEDS $500,000
FOR HIGH SCHOOL

Superintendent Ou
Plan to Improve
Conditions.

Eighteen more school rooms are
needed to give each District pupil
a secat, Superintendent Frank W.
Ballou claims, [

Dr. Ballou 1testified yesterday
before the subcommittee of the
Senate District Committee.

There are 444 oversized classes
In the schools of the Distriet the
superintendent told the commlit-
tee and explained that an over-
sized class was where there Were
more than forty puplls to a grade.

Favery Twe-Story Structures.

In the matter of Dbuildings Dr.
Ballou said that he favored the two-
story structures and advocated as-
sembly halls and gymnasiums in
every school buillding.

At the present time Washington
is nearly at the foot of the list of |
forty-eight cities in the matter of
educational facilities, he told the
committee,

When asked by Senator EKing If
it were true that a school building
in Alexandria, Va., cost about one-
half the price of a similar building
In the District, Dr. Ballou explaned
that in the Alexandria schools the
floors were not fireproof and In
other ways the cost { Virginia
schools were cheaper to build be-
cause of the building regulations.

Needn $500,000 for High Scheel.

The Junior High School, he sald,
would cost about $500,000 but that
Congress had apropriated but
$200,000 and this would mean a
piecemeal construction. It would
not be economy, he [fhsisted, w0
start the bullding unless it was
possible to finish it

Dr. Ballou emphasized the need
of a larger administrative staff, and
advocated the appointment of a
business manager that could relieve

the t so that he could
| ievots more 20 the educational
features.

The program of the Board of Edu-
cation was sald by Dr. Balea to
overcome ohjectionable features as
follows: 1, Fart-time classes; 2,
rented buildings; 3, portable build-
fnegs; 4, oversized classes; 5, unde-
sirable buildings.

Regreis Cut in Estimates.

The Pan was not extravagant,
he said, and would be found to be
economical.

It was a matter of regret, the
superintendent said, that the esti-
mates had been cut #rom §10,000,-
000 to $§,000,000,

Susle Root Rhogles spoke in favor
of the plavgrounds, and George
F. Bowerman spoke in favor of co-
operation between the Public Li-
brary and the public schools.

Representative John Ketcham, of
Michigan, appeared_ in behalf of the
McKinley Manual Training School.
which, he said, was badly in need
of more room.

Willlam F. Huasted, of the Board
ot Eduecation, representing the col-
ored schools of the District, asked
for the same facilities for the col-
ored pupils that were avallable for
the while chifliren.

Would Regulate Banking.

Following the hearings, Chairman
Capper, of the subcommittee, ex-
pressed the opinion that it would
tuke about thirty days before a bill
could be prepared to Include the
various features advocated by those
who have appeared before the com-
mittee,

Senator Ball, chairman of the
Senate District Committee intro-
duced & bLill in the Senate yesterday
to regulate the banking business in
the District.

The bill, provides that no corpo-
ration now engaged in the bhusiness
of banking in the District of Co-
lumbia shall be permitted to enter
upon such business until after it
shall have secured the approval or
consent of the“Comptroller of Cur-
rency.

Poincare Voted
. Enthusiastic O.K.

Chamber Favors Policy of
Protection for French
Troops in Silesia.

TARIS, Feb. 17.—Dy the enthu-
siastic vote of the 506 menibers of
the French chamber, Premler Poin-
cere’s  square-fisted  determination
“to protect the French soldier from
attacks in Upper Silesia” and to
diminish the risks to which. those
troops have been subjected, has
been Indorsed.

The premier's annhouncement of
his policy, under wiMch he “will
demand from @Germany whatever
penalties may be judged neces-
sary for, attacks on French sol-
diers,” was received with one of
the wildest outbursts of cheering
ever scen In the chamber, and the
vote of S,"“'"“ followed rapidly
on its hefls,

“It I8 nearly established that at
'Pmn:orf the attack was directed
by,“g powerful German organiza-
tion,” Poincare declared, “and that
it moreover took ‘place with the
complicity of German function-
aries.”

It was Poincare’s first opportun-
ity to test the.temper of the depus
ties on his German polley, and he

‘made the + of ‘it, “with an ora-
torical in his peroration
when he de i

“The of our little chas-

seurs will not yield to' that of
those who fell' defending our soll.

famined, it was found that there

Attacks Were Made Be-
hind His Back.

LONDON, Feb. .17. — *Wickham
Steed's attacks against my honor
were made behind my back when 1
Lad no opportunity to reply.”

Thus Lord Lee, first lord of the
British admiralty, hits back at
charges of misquoting navai artl-
cles by‘;(.‘aht. Castex, ¢f the French
uavy.

A‘war of words has started. The
London Times, ‘of which Steed Is
editor, refuses to print Lee's an-
swer,

The first lord reiterates that Capt
Castex’'s views constitute approval
of German submarine warfare. He
is willlng to submit the articles to
an impartial judge, offering £100 to
any charity If he is proved in the
wrong. He wants Steed to accept
the same terms.

Lord Lee, furthermore, declares
that kis calling the attention of the
Washington conference to the Cas-
tex articles was not maliclous,

YANKS T0 ACT
IF EL PASO CITY
1S IMPERILLED
Crisis Impends, and Clash

At Juarez Appears
Near.

* President Harding let It  be
known yesterday that there is no
Immediate prospect of resumed of-
ficlal relations with Mexico.

Rebel outbreaks at Juares are
imminent. American army officials
are ready to Interfere should EI
Paso be endangered.

War Department officlals admit-
tedly are apprehensive of the men-
acing situation at Juarex and
keenly interested Im the following
letter, dated February 13, received
from an American “official in close
touch with the border situation™;

“Just a line to keep you informed.
The mass of Mexicuns belleve thae
the break here against Obregon fis
to be real in a very few days and
are very much worked up as is our
department of justice.

‘Calls Genersl Coward.

“Mendes, the. local general, s
scared almost sick. e is In no
way & brave man. In fact, he is
showing himself quite a coward, It
is believed. He has sent his famlly
away and it seems that he has not
slept in Juarezx for the last two
weeks, never at night over there.
He does his sleeping on this gide.

“It is accepted im civil circles on
both sides that in case there Is
any kind of a fight in Juarez there
would be dd)iberate firing Into E!
Paso—it has always been so.”

War Department officers con-
fidently expect that the American
military forces will be compelled to
intervene In the event of fighting
between soldlers of the Mexican
government and rebels in Juares.

There is less ground for optimism
relating to the Mexican situation
now than there was a few months
ago, it is declared in officlal quar-
ters. Disclosures have been made
of interference In the matter by
persons in*erested for both gow-
ernments, who were not authorized
to speak for either one

Persons who have been assuming
t. speak for the American govern-
ment in Mexico without authority
it was revealed. are regarded by
the President as “the greateast
fakirs and cheaters in the world."”

Officinl Amnthority Lacking.

Some weeks ago the President be-
lieved a way had been found to
bring about a restoration of nor-
mal, official relations between the
two countries. But when the “pro-
posals” whicl had come to the
American administration, presum-
ably from the Mexican government,
in an informal manner, were ex-
wWas

no official authority for stat

mittee Members at Odds
With President.

DEMOCRATS NOT
- HOT FOR FIGHT

Wilson’s Reported Ap-
proval Means Only Fee-
ble Opposition Likely.

Senate Jorelgn Relations Com-
mittee members may hitch rdeerva-
tions on thq Pacific treaties despite
President Harding.

The FPresident relterated his be-

lief yesterday that reservations
neither were required nor justified.
Committee members at the same
time developed sentlment for such
measures. :

Word reached Democrats of the
Forelgn Relations Committee that
former Fresident Wilsos, after a
careful examination of the results
of the armament conference had
ceme to the conclusion that it would
be a grave mistake to oppose the
treaties.

The information was accepted as
authentic by Demeocratic SBenators,
although there was no formal state-
ment from the Wilson residence,

May Support Reservations.

Without Mr. Wilson's assistance
it was generally conceded that
Demoecratic resistance to ratifica-
tion would be extremely feeble. The
Democrats probably will cont
themselves with supporting reserva-
tions which Republican firreconcil-
ah%.u expected to offer.

rvations were discussed at
vesterday’'s meeting of the For-
eign Re'ations Committee. Senator
Brandegee, of Cennecticut, Repub-
lican irreconcilable, suggested three
reservations which he probably will
offer next week. One of these res-
ervations would make it clear that
nothing in the four-power pact
binds the United States. elther mor-
ally or legally, to employ its armed
forces unless Congress assents.
Another would make it clear that
wll agreements or adjustments en-
tered inte under the four-power
pact in the future shall be subject
'o confirmation by the Senate. A
thitd would make it plain that
viglation of the terms of the pact
by ene signatory power, would re-
lemte other slgnatories from their
obligations.

President Harding, it is under-
stead. sald that sneh resero-tiomg
aré unnecessary. Nevertheless, haw-
ing been a reservotion'st himseli tn
the Senate, It is generally believed
that he would not encage in any
rerious quarrel with Senators over
reservations which would not im-
nair th: fundamental purpose of
the four-power pact. Republican
leaders are confident that he would
not follow the unyielding and un-
compromisine course of \ Woodrow
Wilson in  the Versailles treaty
controversy.

Criticism by Johnson.

Senator Johnson., of California.
Republican irreconcilable, criticised

the fortifications agreement, n the |
He |
British were | ar

Foreign Relations Committee,
pointed out that the
permitted to fortify Sinzapore.
while the T'nited States yielded the
right to fortify Guam or the Philip-
vine Islands. The result of this
agreement. he contended,

hold

to draw in its
Hawallan Tslands

frontier to

would |
wive the British a stronger foot-|

By Close Vote in Fight
On Alexander Howat.

INDIANAPOLIS, Feb. 16.—John L.
Lewis, president of the United Mine
Workers, was sustained by the con-
vention here yesterday in his fight
to keep Alexander Howat, deposed
president of the Kansas miners, odt
of the union.

Lewis' vietory, however, was by
a parrow margin, the final vote be-
iag 1933 to 1,842, unofficially.

Howat's dlsplay of etrength was
a surprise and It appeared at some
stages of the voting that he would
win,

The voting proceeded with sev-
era] spectacular interruptions, dur-
ing which delegates were hissed or
wildly cheered for their stand. It
is rumored that Howat will attempt
to start & rump convention.

With this interunion dispute out
of the way. the convention now will
pass on the report of the wage scale
committee, calling for continuationm
of the present contraot, with the
bituminous operators, or s #strike
referendum to be completed by
March 31; a 20 per cent increase In
wages for anthracite miners; the
eight-hour day underground;, and
stralghtening out of district wage
differentials.

It is expected that the report will
be adopted, but not without consid-
erable debate on the floor

DENBY DEFENDS
DISMISSALS OF
NAVY YARD MEN

Secretary Says Order
Stopped Expense of
Useless Work.

“It was a necessary act which
we had to do In & croel way.”

Secretary of Navy Denby yester-
day thus explained the release
withcut warning of 16000 men
from mnavy yards throughout the
country.

“Gradual release of employes
vossibly would have been more hmn-
manitarian.” the Secretary
tinued. “but It would have |
expenditure of from $1 to
$200,000 & day om useless work™ .,

Defending the furloughtex or-
der, Mr. Denby sald, to avold une
warranted extravagance, work on
ships and material scrapped by the
five-power treaty had to be stopped
as soon as that pact was signed.
No acticn ecould be taken before
that time, Mr. Denby said, and any
delay afterward would have been
unfair to the American people. The
order was merely a business prop-
osition.

Secretary Denby's office is ex-
pected to reply to Mr. Gompers”
plan early next week. Navy De-
partment experts are working on
the fifteen proposals submitted by
the labor leader, It was stated. ,

Officials intimated that any plan
of general relief will have to come
through Congressional action. The
navy's constructive program was
gely eliminated by the five-power
| pact, it is pointed out, and work on
|the ships and equipment automatic-

|ally stopped.

Gets Small Arms from Army.
Discussing the proposed plan of

than ever in the Far East, |the machinists’ union to have small
while the United States would have |

the Mr. Denby sald he did not regard
He urged th“lthin as economically sound, as the

arms manufactured In navy plants,

the commitee ask for the reports|D&VY NOW gets its small arms from

of

the naval experts concerning| "F™Y plants. It is not thought ad-

Pacific fortifications. Senator Lodge, | ¥'Sable to take away work from

chairman of the committee, agreed
that this was a proper request al-
though he reminded the committee
that Singapore was not in the Pa-
cific. Tt is pr bable that the com-
mittee will obtain the naval ex-
perts' réports next week.

Senator Lodge reported to the
committee that he had conferred
with Pr

which had been made and assur-
anceg which had been given.

Many people, the President dis-
covered in his experlence of the
Mexican question, professed 1o

Speak for the Mexican government,
and others claimed to be repre-
sentatives of the American govern-
ment.  President Harding and Sec-
retary Hughes never have had a
personal representative in Mexico.
I'he only authorizsed agents have
been those In the regular diplomatic
establishment, all of whom have
been known. /

Mexico Sn}s_l-.l__-prisinxs
Are of Little Importance

MEXICO CITY, Feb, 17.—Officials
of the Mexican government declarc
recent uprisings are ‘of minor im-
portance. They astert that discontent
at local conditions s at the bottom
of the unrest

No leader of natlonal prestige is
heading the movement, nor has any
definite political or military plan been
formulated officlals point out.

The government is adopting a con-
clliatory attitude. President Obregon
has warned army officers to stop
playing politics. Secretary of War
Serrano has invited the malcontents

‘1o express their grievanges.

The fact that Obregon' has left
for Vera Cruz to celebrate his hirth-
day with his cabinet, is taken as an

the Hitcheock resolution, adopted
by the Senate, calling for all rec-
ords of the conversations in
negotiation of the four-power pacl
The President, he gaid. had assured
him of his willingness to furnish

t Harding concerning

the

the Senate with every particle of

information and data that would
aid It in thoroughly understanding
the treaties

Calls Conference
On Textile Strike
Rhode Island Conciliation

Board Takes Steps to
Solve Problem.

BOSTON, Feb. 1T.—Efforts to end
the gotton mill strike in Rhode 1s-
land will be made through confer-
ences,

The newly appointed conciliation
board tomorrow will summon rep-
resentatives of the thirty-two
closed mills and the 16,000 striking
operatives to meet in Providence.

Although any results that this
body may, obtain will affect only
the Rhode Island operatives, there
's little dowhHt that they would in-
h the siturtions In New

iddication that he does not consider
the situation serious. :
Reports are that Gov. Sanches
Puebla 1s preparing for a radical up-
rising, using former Zapatistas as a
nucleus, Olservers declare such &
movement would be seconded by

Yucatan. ‘ y
Forelgn obse here fear that
a revolution might develop'into an-

archy. with the possibility.et forcing

o

1

R

e T At o

oL| they are willing to meet

al
Hampshire and In Lowell, Mass,

Officlals of the textile unions say
any board
of conciltation seeking to settle
the strike, but will not be subject
to any decision rendered by B5uc
a body. Little disposition is shown
to compromise on the =0 ,er ccmt
wage reduction, and the abolition
of the 48-hour weeks 3

The provisional exéculive ecom-
mittee of the Federated Textile
Unions of America will meet to-
morrew in New York to consider
plans to push the sirne.

With the merciry 16 below zero at
Manchester this morning. *en and
women pickets were at the mili

'-m_‘nnql,

g

army plants in order to give navy
vards employment. Moreover, it was
sald, conrsiderable change In navy
vard machinerv would be necessitat-

" kv this plan.

Thirty-one additional employes
wene relcased at the local yard yes-
*erday. Others will follow between
now and the latter partof the month,
wecording to Capt. J. H. Dayton,
commandant of the yard, It Is ex-
nected that aprroximately 12% per
~ent of the office force will recelve
“furloughs™ before March 1.

Work Reported Slack.

Union representatives who have
not recelved furloughs report work
slack in the local yard Further
reductions among skilled workmen
is feared by wunion officials umless
additional work Is received

Efforts of the executive commit-
tee of Local 174 to find employment
for unemployed members have met
with practically no results. Union
officials report that a number of
the unmarried men are leaving the

clity.
President Johnston, of -the In-
ternational Association of =~ Ma-

chinists advises furloughed men
not to dissipate their funds trével-
ling in search of work. There is
not an Industrial center, he smays,
that iz not burdened with uncm-
ployed.

WHITES DRIVEN
FROM HABAROVSK

VLADIVOSTOK, Feb. 17.—It is
officlally reportyd that the Far East-
ern Republic forces, numbering 10,-
000, recccupied Habarovek Monday.
There were two days of hard fight-
Ing. The Whites Were forced to resd
treat to the south. There is no In-
dication that tie Reds are pursuing.
The Viadivostok t -
nlarmed and is discussing measures
1o cope with the situstion.

The Japanese command notified
Whites that It will be compelled

ceive Views Before
Adoption of a Policy.

Condition of seventy-five Wash-
ington theaters will be reported by
i committes of five engineers and
builders of the Commissioner to-
day.

\

“Unusual structdral designs
which ought to be repaired and
lack of fireprood equipment™ in
severil theaters will be reported.

This afternoon the Commissioners
will arm themselves with an amend-
ment to the building regulations,
drawn yesterday by Corporation
Counsel Stephens, giving the Com-
missioners power to revoke the 1i-
censes of a theater owner and close

the Lullding If conditions warrany

A special meeting of the Board
of Commissioners has been called
for this afternoon, when the report
of the special investigation com-
mittee will be considered.

From a prelimicary report of the
‘nvestigation committee, in charge
of Maj- John Gottwalls, U. & A
Engineer Corps, recelved early in
the week, the Commissioners
deemed It wise to seek full power
tc close any theater.

All Theaters Inapected.

The report of the special investl-
Eition commiltee covers every the-
ater in the District inspected from
bmmp‘: to roof, with special at.
tention to bearings of the steel arch .
roof members on the walls

"We Inspected every mook of the
roofs. lighting our way with search-
iights and scratching through the
ccpcrete and digging away bricks in
some places to determine accurately
concition of the structures™ g

i i4 L&.“comnm

istionérs ado

amendment to the bu l';’l‘l:: -

=«do be proaposed by C 1o
(‘f‘u-d“m:.hcu all theaters

aces pu in

Srice i have 3 b e e
Areproof as their construction per-
mits. The fireproof regulation in the
Enrndlnl code was not adopted until
$10. It does not require that buiid-
Ings erected prior 1o that time be
firenrvofl. merely giving rules for
'luvm:tmnu:mcnun to be followed
n  construction of gl i
B~ bullding=

Whether the Commissioners deem
It necessary w0 close theators no:
now equipped with fireproof pro-
tection pending repairs expected
to be ordered will be decided an
their board meetings.

Seek Stromger Imapection.
Following a week of investigs -
tion the Commissioners will go
before the Senate District Com-
mittee this morning prepared 1.
outline their plans for strengthen-
ing the building inspector's office
to prevent a repetition of the dis-
aster and their policies to be pur-
sued in protecting the public.
“We Mdre anxious o learn of
plans of the Commissioners.” Sena
tor L. H. Ball, chairman of tbhe
Senate District Committee, sald in
speaking of the conference he has
called for this morni at - 11
o'clock between the District Com.-
missioners and his committee
Benator Ball said an increase in
the personnel of the building
spector’s department was apparent.
Col. Keller has prepared a supple -
mental appropriation bill asking
for seven additional men. This will
be considered by the District Com-
mittee at the meeting this morn-
ing. Benator Ball said !t was mot
likely that the committee would
attempy to dictate the policy of the
Commissioners to be pursued in
closing of theaters as recoms
mended by the coroncr's jury

up with the Commissionrrs consid-’
eration of the advisability of em
ploying a 1 architect
bullder o = Ise revisio
building code of the District
Policley to Be Adopted.
Policies to be pursued by the
Senate District Committee In its in.
vestlgaton of the Knickerbocker
THeater disaster will be adopted
following the conferemce with the
il"'lill'l-t:‘l. Commissioners this morn-
ng. .
Members of the special commit-
tee summoned by Engineer Com.
missioner Keller to investigate
theater bulldings of the District
and who have completed n survey
following two weeks of work In-
cludes Maj. John GottWalls, Engi-
neer Corps, U. 8. A., chairman: Ed-
ward W. Ronn, jr., architect: Lester
Wilson, engincer; Charles H
Thompson, bullder and Arthur 1.
Smith, builder. The commitier ha=
worked without compensation. de-
voling practically every day of the
iast two weeks to investigation of
the theater buil@ings.

CHARLES RAWSON
SUCCEEDS KENY(

* DESE MOINEE. Towa. Frbh, 11.-
Charles A. Rawson. Des Moines,

the suc to Senat Wikllam
Kenyon, who rerigned to acoepl
Federal judgeshlp In the
cireuit.

Rawson's appointment for
expired term was announced
Kendall

Rawson s chairman of
lican State Cestral Com
is Mentified with several
mapufacturing companics
was Benator Kenyon's
manager in 1911,

tvas defeated In its ﬂ!.'“

Senator Ball said he would thke

and
n of '-‘.-v_'
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